
 

     
 

 
 

EXCERPTS 
 
 

 

The first day of the conference, December 7, 2017 had Lecturer PhD. 
Crina RĂDULESCU, vice dean, Faculty of Public Administration, 
National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, 
Bucharest, Romania as well as Lecturer PhD. Cătălin VRABIE, 
National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, 
Bucharest, Romania as the persons to give the welcoming remarks to the 
participants of the event.  

 

 

Associate Professor PhD. Dragoș DINCĂ and Lecturer PhD. Cătălin 
VRABIE, both from the National University of Political Studies and 
Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania were the chairs of the first 
plenary session of the conference. Professor Dincă said that the previous 
four editions gathered approximately 200 articles, these being tools 
through which they try to promote ideas during the conference. A quick 
capitalization after each conference is represented by the students. He also 
said that ideas must become concrete projects of public administration 
and he gave an example of how an idea presented in the previous edition 
is now constituted as a project to be implemented, which demonstrates 
that Smart Cities is not just a conference in which citizens exchange ideas, 
but they try to make it possible for ideas to be finalized.  

 

 

Professor PhD. Vasile BALTAC, National University of Political 
Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania presented the 
paper Acceleration and Braking Factors for Implementing the Smart 
Cities Concept in which he states that we have reached the 4th industrial 
revolution in which the systems used are the origins of the intelligent city, 
but this city does not just mean the use of IT. There are 4 important 
directions: mobile, big data, cloud and IoT. The mobile impact is on the 
rise: there are over 4 billion users of mobile phones. The breakthrough 
factors of smart cities development are infrastructure, digital competences 
and governance. In Romania there are 73% of non-native digital people 
(individuals who have never used the Internet), the EU average being 
40% and Denmark having 8%. The reality is that, before implementing 
the concept of smart city, the city must be first prepared by overcoming 
preliminary stages, through intelligent city programs and projects, so 
smart cities are not just a “fashion”.  

  



 

     
 

 

 

Professor PhD. Maciej KISILOWSKI, Central European University, 
Budapest, Hungary presented the paper CEE Cities: Smart or 
Outsmarted? Stating that cities in Central Europe will compete with each 
other. Within the concept of smart there are some pitfalls for the 
competitiveness of cities and we need to understand its limitations. He 
said that smart means cities achieving efficiency and sustainability with 
data, technology, IoT. We need to broaden the technology by focusing on 
creating value. Experience is also an important aspect because identity is 
distinct from a city to another. He thinks that we have all the smart 
problems, but we need more than technology to choose priority issues. 
Smart is a tool that we use to pursue strategy. 

 

 

Cătalin DRULĂ, Committee for information technologies and 
communications, Chamber of Deputies, Romania, represented in the event by 
Andra BUCUR, Legal Advisor on IT and human rights policies, Romanian 
Parliament, presented the paper entitled „WiFi4EU | Free Wi-Fi for Europeans” 
initiative in which is stated that one of the problems today is the big gap between 
the parliament and the academia. In this sense, the law regarding electronic 
identity will be a tool to use e-government services. Public authorities have a large 
amount of data to be made available (portal: data.gov.ro). The European 
Commission has decided to launch a program, a call through which the local 
authorities will be able to enter some information and receive some vouchers. At 
the local level, European Commission aims to the existence of Internet in parks, 
schools, public places.  

 

 

Cristian BOTAN, Coalition for Digital Economy, Bucharest, 
Romania, former student of the National University of Political 
Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania, presented the 
paper Going digital: How technology can save government. In his 
presentation, he talked about the Estonian e-government, country that is 
working on becoming a digital nation. Other examples he gave were on 
The Maldives – which will have only one card for ID, national health 
card, bank card etc., on Rwanda – which will have the first national drone 
delivery system; Singapore was among his examples as being a country in 
which the government uses Artificial Intelligence to help citizens access 
the public information available on their website. An important aspect 
mentioned was that by 2020, the number of smartphone users worldwide 
is projected to reach 2,8 mil.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     
 

 

 

Dr. Marin MARINOV, Rail Education Group, Newcastle, UK was the 
chair for the first plenary session – smart governance, along with the 
Dean of the Faculty of Public Administration within the National 
University of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, 
Romania, Associate Professor PhD. Diana Camelia IANCU.  

 

 

Maryam NAZARI, Iranian Research Institute for Information Science and 
Technology, Tehran, Iran made a presentation regarding Smart Cities built by Smart 
People: How to build smart cities using a contextual-participatory approach?. In 
defining a smart city, Maryam used a definition by Deakin (2013), stating that such a 
city uses ICT to meet the demands of the citizens, the community involvement in the 
process being fundamental for a smart city. In this context, contextual participatory 
approach is key, by understanding problems and exploring reasons in real-life, by 
designing feasible, workable and sustainable solutions and also by involving citizens in 
the process of building this type of city. The recording of her presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/896727153826187/   

 
Soós GÁBOR, PhD, Hungarian Academy of Science, Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for Political 
Science, Budapest, Hungary presented a paper on Smart decentralization? The radical anti-establishment 
worldview of block chain initiatives. The participant said that cities will most probably use block chain 
technologies to become smart. Thus initiatives will influence the smart cities politics. If the block chain will 
become an all-influencing phenomenon in our life, the worldview of its advocates will soon become the topic of 
academic and political discussions.  
 

 

Maria PAVLOVSKAYA and Olga KONONOVA, both from The St. 
Petersburg National Research University of Information 
Technologies, Mechanics and Optics (ITMO University), Sankt-
Petersburg, Russia presented The Smart City Vision: the Internet-of-
Postal-Things (IoPT) Approach. They stated that the causes that intervene 
in the adoption of smart cities initiatives are the emphasized limited 
budget of the city, the lack of expertise regarding technology and many 
other significant problems associated with storage, collection and 
analytics of data. There is a need to integrate urban information systems 
and the Postal services assets in order to have more efficient data 
collections that will require more quality in the public services. This will 
bring improvements in the results of the city authorities, insurance for the 
safety of information resources, thus participants can achieve their goals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/896727153826187/


 

     
 

 

 

Liviu BOZGA, Start Inovare Cluster, Bucharest, Romania presented 
the paper on Start Inovare Cluster – Smart Solutions for Smart Cities, in 
which he described the vision: digitization (being very close to the 
customer in order to integrate the new technologies), software 
development with high industry solution competence etc. A force pillar in 
this case is the smart energy part. The main values underlying the 
association are: (1) research – creation of knowledge, respectively 
obtaining top scientific and technological results, globally competitive, in 
order to increase the international visibility of the Romanian research and 
the subsequent transfer of the results into the socio-economic practice; (2) 
increasing the competitiveness of the Romanian economy through 
innovation, impacting on economic agents and transferring knowledge in 
economic practice; (3) increasing the social quality, i.e. finding intelligent 
technical and scientific solutions that support the social development and 
improve the human condition. 

 

 

Associate Professor PhD. Florin Codruț NEMȚANU, Politehnica 
University, Bucharest, Romania and Cristian DUCU, PhD. Centre for 
Advanced Research in Management and Applied Ethics, Bucharest, 
Romania presented the Human Factors in Smart City Support Systems. 
The smart cities support systems are applications of electronics and ITC 
technologies in the field of smart city in terms of developing the city, 
decreasing negative impact of humans and growing the efficiency of 
using resources. They said that the idea is to consider humans as part of 
the system and they should be able to communicate with the users of the 
system. These systems also have the need for automation of services and 
activities (no human intervention). A machine-to-machine approach is 
important which means that there is no human representation of 
information – virtualisation of human activity, avatar and e-profile of 
humans. There is a huge need for human interaction in the systems and 
smart city results from smart application of technologies and knowledge 
in urban areas. 

 

 

Professor PhD. Marta-Christina SUCIU and PhD. Candidate Diana-
Florentina SPINU, both from Bucharest University of Economic 
Studies, Bucharest, Romania presented the paper Smart Cities & 
Crowdsourcing. A Bottom-up Approach. They said that even though 
technology has reached such a level of development, we still face a digital 
divide. For this divide to be overcome, we need to see cities as more 
cultural and creative than smart cities. This approach thus sees technology 
as a complementary tool. In this context, the World Creative Map of 
Culture and Creative Industries shows that cultural and creative industries 
create 2,250 billion $US (Global CCI Revenue), which means 3% of the 
world’s GDP, and 29.5 million jobs (Global CCI Employment) – 1% of 
the world’s active population.  

 



 

     
 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Ing. Jörn SCHLINGENSIEPEN, Technische Hochschule, 
Ingolstadt, Germany and Lecturer PhD. Cătălin DUMITRICĂ, 
National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, 
Bucharest, Romania, were the chairs of the second plenary session – 
smart environment. Professor Jörn said that not the people should change, 
but their mentality and involvement in the process of smart cities 
development.  

 

 

Eng. Master Telecom Catalin Ivan VISOESCU, Onix Network, 
Barcelona, Spain and Eng. Aerospace Doroftei MALIN, Onix 
Network, Bucharest, Romania presented New Technologies in Networks 
and Telecommunications. Data transmission through LiFi light. This new 
type of technology, Li-Fi (Lighting-Fidelity), refers to data transmission 
or communication using a visible light as propagation physical 
environment. It can reach very high data transfer rates, which are 
processed by an optical router. Another advantage of this data 
transmission system is that it is entirely wireless. Similar to Wi-Fi, the 
difference is that visible light is used as the transmission medium, and in 
the case of WiFi, electromagnetic waves. The Li-Fi features are: (a) 
connectivity: USB; (b) operating power: 2.5 W (self-powered via USB); 
(c) maximum download speed: 42 Mbps; (d) maximum upload speed: 42 
Mbps; (e) personal authentication: WPA2; (f) company: Radius 802.1X.  

 

 

Prof. Aleksander NOWORÓL, Ph.D., D.Sc, Jagiellonian University, 
Krakow, Poland presented the Smart Governance and Metropolitan 
Dimension, Case for Krakow, Poland. In this paper, smart governance is 
seen in the context of institutional organization. Approaches of 
participative, inclusive types compete with the beaurocratic environment. 
He said that the authorities pretend to be open to new urban movements 
and civic groups, but in the same time, they still remain tightly stuck on 
legal procedures and on a hierarchical system of making decisions. The he 
mentioned the ITI strategy, which is smart because it supports 
institutional integration, cooperation of local self-governments during the 
preparation of ITI strategy and its projects, a disclosed level of mutual 
understanding and willingness to collaborate, and a good lesson for 
participants. One of his main ideas was that smart city is not a technology 
problem.  

 

 

Boban DAVIDOVIC, Doc. dr Zorica BOGDANOVIC, Katarina 
DJORDJEVIC and Doc. dr Aleksandra LABUS, all from the Faculty 
of Organizational Sciences, University of Belgrade, Serbia presented 
the Designing adaptable smart home environment based on resident’s 
activity, in which they presented the key features of a smart home. 
Therefore this type of home should use big data technologies and 
implementation; it has different kinds of sensors for processing data 
collection, a motion detection; it is based on home media centre;  



 

     
 

 
the user can give some input through Android applications. They said that 
a smart home should help people live better and its residents should learn 
to use it and improve their quality of life. 

 

 

Ivan JEZDOVIĆ, Nevena NEDELJKOVIĆ, Lazar ŽIVOJINOVIĆ, 
Božidar RADENKOVIĆ and Aleksandra LABUS, all from the 
Faculty of Organizational Sciences, University of Belgrade, Serbia 
talked about Smart city: System for measuring noise pollution and how 
these types of services can improve citizens’ lives and support noise 
reduction. Such systems make it possible to use Internet of Things, web 
and Big Data technologies together. Noise can be treated as one of the 
major environmental pollutants. Therefore their ideas concluded in the 
fact that decreasing noise in the human environment can contribute to 
growing the life satisfaction in big cities and urban places where the 
traffic jam is certain. 

 

 

Andreea Cristina KISPÁL, Oracle Romania, Bucharest, Romania, in 
the paper Implementing the Digital Agenda for Europe in Romania. Case 
Study: National Electronic Payment System (Ghişeul.ro), had the 
following working hypothesis: “Government electronic services that offer 
the possibility to pay taxes and fees through online transactions are a 
priority for the population in urban areas of Romania”. The hypothesis 
was presented by referring to the context of the Romanian society by 
exemplifying the way of implementation and the evolution of the 
electronic payment instrument called “ghişeul.ro”. The recording of her 
presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8968404471481
91/  

 

 

Lecturer PhD. Teodora Ioana BIŢOIU, National University of Political Studies and 
Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania, was the chair for the third plenary 
session, focused on smart economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/896840447148191/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/896840447148191/


 

     
 

 

 

Alexandru NEN, TELEKOM Romania presented the paper Smart City. 
Case study: Constanta [Studiu de caz Constanta]. The recording of his 
presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/vb.23405429676
0146/896881217144114/?type=2&theater   

 

 

Daniel BREBENARIU, Municipality of Resita, Romania presented a 
Pilot Project for the introduction of Modern and Intelligent Public 
Lighting in the Municipality of Resita. He presented the results of a pilot 
project in 2013 made for the introduction of modern and intelligent public 
lighting in the city of Resita. The intelligent system of public lighting 
control interacts with a human operator via a web interface which allows 
the lighting control, the electrical parameters view, tele-management of 
consumed electricity, consumption reports etc. 

 

 

Dipl. Ec. Christina LEUCUTA, CLUSTERO – Romanian Cluster 
Association, Bucharest presented the paper Clusters and Smart Cities. 
She said that the main challenges of the Romanian clusters are the 
following elements: cooperation, innovation and internationalization. 
Clusters and smart cities are associated with the open innovation new 
approach, it depending on the strong interaction between RDI entities, 
dynamic entrepreneurship, public administration and civil society. 

 

 

Boglárka BARSI, PhD, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Centre for 
Economic and Regional Studies, Győr, Hungary presented the paper 
Beyond indicators new methods in smart city assessment. There are many 
critics of the smart city concept, regarding the fact that it might only be a 
marketing tool applied by cities that use various ICT instruments. Thus it 
is necessary to elaborate smart city assessment tools and performance 
measurement systems in order to show real smart cities cases and 
effective methods and solutions. The multidimensionality of smartness 
tied to cities’ complexity needs specific assessments able to distinguish 
between different dimensions of the smart level.  

 

 

Associate Professor PhD. Florin Codruț NEMȚANU, Politehnica 
University, Bucharest, Romania and Professor PhD. Jorn 
SCHLINGENSIEPEN, Ingolstadt University, Germany presented The 
Architecture of IT&C support systems for smart cities, in which they 
stated that the complexity of such systems creates the need for 
architecture, using a high level vision and approach, which is 
technological independent and has a well-defined framework. 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/vb.234054296760146/896881217144114/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/vb.234054296760146/896881217144114/?type=2&theater


 

     
 

 

 

Andra Jacob LARIONESCU, Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, 
Romania and Michael MONTANARI, Parma University, Italy talked 
about Energy-Efficient Home Design: Learning from the past and how to 
design a house as for reducing the consumption of energy. Green 
Architecture is the new theme that surrounds this approach and it 
articulates the past experience and innovative technology, taking into 
account various design features: climate, orientation, house size, 
insulation, ventilation, heating and cooling equipment, solar energy 
systems etc., this being elements used for obtaining environment 
certification. 

 

 

Diana Mariana POPA, University Politehnica of Bucharest, Romania 
presented Bucharest in Dutch language online video travel stories. She 
presented the fact that previous expectations of Dutch tourists that visit 
Bucharest are moderately low, even though their expectations are 
exceeded after visiting and their level of satisfaction is high. Thus 
Bucharest should be better marketed as a city trip destination by using 
online video reviews, presented by tourists from various countries of the 
world in their native language. 

 
Prof. Dr. George M. KORRES, University of the Aegean, Department of Geography, Lesvos, Greece, 
Associate Professor Dr. Aikaterini KOKKINOU, Hellenic Army Academy, Athens, Greece and Assistant 
Professor Dr. Efstratios PAPANIS, University of the Aegean, Department of Sociology, Lesvos, Greece 
talked about Blue Smart Economy – A current approach towards growth. In this context, blue smart growth is 
seen as a strategy for the long term that supports sustainable growth in marine and maritime sectors, for defining 
its support for achieving the Europe 2020 strategy goals for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. The “blue 
economy” has a fundamental role in Europe’s economic recovery and can have major impact on achieving the 
objectives of Europe 2020.     
 

 

Lilian ONESCU, Romanian Government – National Agency for 
Natural Resorts Protection, Bucharest, represented by Daniela 
FLORESCU, Adviser for the National Agency for Public 
Acquisitions, presented The role of circular economy in the development 
of a Smart city. In order to prepare for the green development process, 
municipalities will be considering purchasing smart solutions to eliminate 
the use of fossil fuels in favor of climate change and reducing the noxes in 
order to improve the living conditions of citizens. Moving towards a low-
carbon, energy-efficient, circular economy will stimulate the economy, 
create jobs and strengthen Europe’s competitiveness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     
 

 

 

The second day of the conference, December 8, 2017, had as first chair Lecturer PhD. 
Crina RĂDULESCU, National University of Political Studies and Public 
Administration, Bucharest, Romania. 

 

 

Professor PhD. Lasse BERNTZEN, University College of Southeast 
Norway presented The Transparent Smart City. In his presentation, he 
stated that the main objective of such a city would be to improve the life 
quality of its citizens through providing better services, promoting 
sustainability and easing participation. Citizens need to have access to 
information so that they can be an active actor in the processes of policy 
making and the political one. Transparency is thus an important factor of 
democracy. Legislation and regulations have to achieve stability between 
secrecy, privacy and transparency. The recording of his presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8972517704403
92/   

 

 

Associate Professor PhD. Florina PINZARU, National University of 
Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 
presented the paper Smart Cities: Business Opportunities and 
Management Challenges in which she states, Quoting Porter (2015) that 
we are living in the third wave of IT: the Smart Connected Products – The 
Millennials. Thus connected is the new must and that basically changes 
(almost) everything. In this context, technology provides particular 
solutions to practical problems that may occur in implementing strategies. 
An important part in developing a smart city has the city government, as 
strategist and advocate, director and regulator, connector and protector, 
innovator and investor, steward and solution enabler. Her conclusion was 
that “evolving to compete in an increasingly digital world is not just about 
implementing more and better technologies. It is about strategy and 
changing organizational cultures”. The recording of her presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8972774771044
88/   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897251770440392/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897251770440392/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897277477104488/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897277477104488/


 

     
 

 

 

Professor PhD. Adrian FLOREA, University "Lucian Blaga" of 
Sibiu, Romania and Professor PhD. Professor PhD. Lasse 
BERNTZEN, University College of Southeast Norway presented the 
paper Green IT solutions for smart city sustainability. In their paper, they 
said that in order to have a sustainable smart city, an important element to 
have is smart citizens, aware of the aspects of the concept: technology, 
natural environment, governance, economy etc. Societies today need to 
use or implement intelligent innovative devices or applications as for 
improving life quality. The recording of his presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8972655104390
18/  

 

 

The fourth plenary session – smart people and mobility – was moderated 
by Lecturer PhD. Cătălin VRABIE, National University of Political 
Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania. 
 
 
 

 

 

Eng. Constructor Cristian GIULESCU, Edelweiss, Bucharest, 
Romania and Eng. Master Telecom Catalin Ivan VISOESCU, Onix 
Network, Barcelona, Spain talked about Smart City Mobility Projects – 
Smart street crossing for pedestrian and presented the fact that one of the 
main objectives of a modern city is caring for its residents. Therefore, city 
halls have to think about how to facilitate access and protect individuals 
both on pedestrian crossings and in areas destined for their travel to the 
city.  

 

 

Alexandra COROLEA, UBER Romania presented The Future of 
Urban Mobility. The recording of her presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8973079237681
10/  

 

 

John M. POLIMENI, Albany College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, USA and Raluca-Ioana IORGULESCU, Institute for 
Economic Forecasting, Romanian Academy, Romania presented Smart 
city initiatives: Street lights. Supported through local budget, street 
lighting represents one of the core expenditures made for public 
electricity consumption. A new method to reduce these expenditures is to 
replace conventional street lights with LED based street lights for saving 
energy. This type lights are low-maintenance, useful for a more 
environmentally and economically friendly structure.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897265510439018/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897265510439018/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897307923768110/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897307923768110/


 

     
 

 

 

Andrada NIMU and Andreea NEDELCU, both from Questia Group, 
Bucharest, Romania presented Emerging trends: how is Internet of 
Things (IoT) transforming our homes. After a study conducted in April 
2017 by using an online survey covering 534 respondents, the results 
were that “Romanian consumers awareness for IoT is rather medium: a 
quarter of the respondents (29,4%) heard about this concept.  Out of those 
who are familiar with IoT, many are describing the concept as more 
connected to technology and less to one’s personal life. Also, safety, 
money, and sustainability are less perceived to be related to the IoT”.  

 

 

Amitava BASU, Centre for Environmental Management & 
Participatory Development, New Delhi, India presented the paper 
People Make a City Smart. A very important aspect that the participant 
mentioned was the fact that, in the process of developing a smart city, the 
focus should be on people. The recording of his presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8973415470980
81/  

 

 

Associate Professor PhD. Jacek MAŚLANKOWSKI, University of 
Gdańsk, Poland presented the paper Applying Big Data tools to acquire 
and process data on cities. Based on UNECE taxonomy, big data sources 
can be divided in: human sourced info, process mediated data, machine 
generated data. Smart cities will become smarter with the current and 
reliable data that help in the decision-making process. There are various 
methods in order to acquire and process big data: web scraping, text 
mining/NLP, machine learning.  

 

 

Lecturer PhD. Christian NĂSULEA and Stelian-Mihai MIC, both 
from University of Bucharest, Romania presented Using Blockchain as 
a Platform for Smart Cities. To integrate new technologies into the 
process of developing smart cities means to rethink the modality in which 
services are provided. From this point of view, block chain might 
represent the future, it offering new solutions for individuals and 
institutions.   

 

 

Raluca-Ioana IORGULESCU, Carmen Beatrice PAUNA, Institute 
for Economic Forecasting-NIER, Romanian Academy, Bucharest 
presented the paper Green clusters for a digital age, in which they say 
that “given the global challenge of climate change, the smart city concept 
is coupled with one possible instrument, the development of green 
industries. Since addressing climate change requires the reduction of 
fossil resources dependency, transitioning from a fossil-based industrial 
production to a bio-based (green) industrial structure opens the way for a 
discussion about green clusters; those might be part of the solution”. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897341547098081/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897341547098081/


 

     
 

 

 

The Best Student Paper Award was given to Maria PAVLOVSKAYA and Olga 
KONONOVA, both from The St. Petersburg National Research University of Information 
Technologies, Mechanics and Optics (ITMO University), Sankt-Petersburg, Russia for the paper 
The Smart City Vision: the Internet-of-Postal-Things (IoPT) Approach. 
 

 

 

The fifth plenary session – smart living – of the conference had as chair Associate 
Professor PhD. Mihaela CĂRĂUȘAN, National University of Political Studies 
and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania.  

 

 

Professor PhD. Professor PhD. Lasse BERNTZEN, University 
College of Southeast Norway presented the paper Smart Cities and 
Smart Energy. Reducing the environmental footprint through regulations, 
incentives and social awareness. A main element is the determination to 
reduce the cities‘ environmental footprint. Renewable energy sources are 
important, but also important are incentives and regulation that can 
contribute to a change from fossil energy to renewable energy. It is also 
important how “social awareness” among citizens might contribute to a 
more sustainable.  

 
Ing. Valentin BERCA, SC BRK Systems SRL, Craiova, Romania presented Smart City standardization 
concept – Working Groups, in which he mentioned a definition of the concept by ITU: “A smart sustainable city 
is an innovative city that uses information and communication technologies (ICTs) and other means to improve 
quality of life, efficiency of urban operation and services, and competitiveness, while ensuring that it meets the 
needs of present and future generations with respect to economic, social, environmental as well as cultural 
aspects”.   
 

 

Adriana MIRCEA, Iridex Group, Bucharest, Romania presented the 
paper Iridex – A Champion for Environmental Solutions. Iridex made one 
of the first smart buildings in Romania and it offers smart solutions for 
selective collecting of waste, optimization of activities regarding this 
activity, treatment of organic waste and transforming them into valuable 
products. The recording of her presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8974161337572
89/    

 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897416133757289/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897416133757289/


 

     
 

 

 

Emil VELCEA, Independent researcher, in his presentation on Smart 
Cities: interactive, adaptive and self-organising entities, mentioned that 
“in the context of the existence and/or facilities of a ‘smart city’, whether 
we are talking about the Internet, a smart electricity network, transport 
networks or logistic networks, the elements hold/must hold a certain form 
of autonomy, necessary to choose the ways of action (the general 
structure of the system is a product of local interactions between 
components)”.   

 

 

Laura MALITA, Gabriela GROSSECK, Simona SAVA, Mădălin 
BUNOIU, all from West University of Timisoara, Romania presented 
the paper Timisoara, on the way of becoming a smart and learning city. 
“Every smart city will need smart citizens ready and able to learn and to 
acquire new knowledge, skills, attitudes and competences from/for 
various contexts and for different professional and educational purposes. 
Moreover, the citizens need to learn to be active among different learning 
organization such universities that should play a major role model for 
each and every learning organization”.  

 

 

The sixth plenary session – future trends – had Lecturer PhD. Cătălin VRABIE, 
National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, 
Romania, as the final chair of the conference. 

 

 

PhD student Cristina ȘICLOVAN, National University of Political 
Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania within the 
paper Smart city war on fat, mentioned various advanced technical 
solutions for monitoring obese patients’ health, without having to travel to 
the sanitary units. Communication and permanent support for patients 
with obesity, specifically from family and medical staff, are vital for the 
success of any action in this regard.  

 

 

Spela VEROVSEK, Matevz JUVANCIC and Tadeja ZUPANCIC, all 
from University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia presented the Data-driven support for smart renewal of urban 
neighbourhoods. „The reduction of energy consumption and energy 
efficient built environments are key objectives of many sustainability 
agendas which is followed by fitting assessment methods in analytics. [...] 
To establish the [...] assessment model two main research pillars are 
addressed: 1) the development of the structured and modular system of 
indicators; and 2) the development of the methodology to interpret the 
resulting values (efficiency, ability and productivity on different levels of 
human activity)”. 



 

     
 

 

 

Nicolaie MOLDOVAN, Alba Iulia Municipality, Alba Iulia, Romania, 
was represented by Maria Elena SEEMANN, Public Manager, Alba 
Iulia Municipality, with the paper Alba Iulia Smart City 2018 Pilot 
Project, in which it was presented a pilot project that will “transform 
Alba Iulia Municipality into the first city in Romania where 
integrated smart city solutions will be tested with the occasion of 
celebrating 100 years since the Unification of Romania. […] The pilot 
project is focused on implementing smart, innovative and compatible 
solutions at local level, developed by the private sector on their cost and 
with infrastructure and administration support, in a wide range of areas”.  

 
PhD. Candidate Lidia-Gabriela HERCIU, National University of Political Studies and Public 
Administration, Bucharest, Romania within the paper Smart Organizations, Smart Managers presented 
innovation as “an important focus for governments around the world over the last decade, as they try to solve 
intractable policy problems. The pressure on governments to do more with less in response to shrinking budgets 
and expanding community expectations and obligations has led to a much greater focus upon how the public 
sector manages change and innovation”. 
 

 

PhD. Candidate Costinel ȘERBAN, National University of Political 
Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania and PhD. 
student Mihai Nicolae POPESCU, University Politehnica of 
Bucharest, Romania talked about Digitalization of information and total 
access. Future Trends to a National Digital Library. “A digital library is 
an important factor in the global cultural competition this century 
(Wenbo, 1999), and the easy access of all readers (whether students, 
teachers or researchers) will train a more educated society with a luggage 
of knowledge richer than the forecasters, precisely because of direct 
access from any point of work”. 

 

 

PhD. Researcher Ioan-Liviu CHIRCĂ, National University of 
Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 
presented the Computational mathematical modelling in public 
administration, law and social management. The role of models and 
modelling in knowledge and in the human existence is of incontestable 
importance. Social life complexity and dynamics are growing 
exponentially, thus driving and following activities is impossible with 
traditional means. Computerization is necessary as societies that do not 
use it disappear, mostly by absorption or dissolution, peaceful or violent. 

 

 

Afet MAMMADOVA, Youth Club on Sustainable Development 
Goals in Azerbaijan, Baku, Azerbaijan presented in her paper How to 
stimulate small entrepreneurship in Azerbaijan? ways on how to solve 
that issue. The main gaps and problems in her country regarding this 
aspect are the following: the products used are mostly imported; tourism, 
education and medical services; the base of economic growth is operation 
of economical subjects. The recording of her presentation here: 
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/8974945304161
16/ 

https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897494530416116/
https://www.facebook.com/smartcitiesconference/videos/897494530416116/


 

     
 

 

 

In the closing session of the 5th edition of the Smart Cities Conference, the Most 
Active Participant Award was handed to PhD. candidate Andreea-Maria TÎRZIU, 
National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, 
Romania, Romania. 

 

 

The most active partner of the Smart Cities Conference 2017 was the 
Romanian Association for Smart City and Mobility, Bucharest, 
Romania. 

  

 


